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At 11:05hr on Sunday 18th July, 2010, Humber Coastguard contacted the Seahouses Lifeboat
Operations Manager, and requested the launch of Seahouses All Weather Lifeboat, to again
attempt to locate a vessel, believed to be possibly somewhere off Seahouses, which had a radio
jammed, and permanently transmitting a carrier signal. The signal was blocking the distress calling
channel, and could seriously hinder another vessel calling for assistance. The Lifeboat is
equipped with VHF Radio Direction Finding Equipment, which can assist in locating a VHF Marine
radio transmission. The Coastguard were very concerned as there were numerous diving boats
and pleasure craft in the area, who would be unable to call for assistance, should they have a
problem. It was agreed to launch the All Weather Lifeboat, and this time, and a search was
conducted around the Farne Islands, but the transmission eventually ceased, so its source could
no longer be identified. The Lifeboat was then stood down and returned to station.
This is the second time in two days, that this problem has occurred and the back ground noise
suggests that it is the same craft as the call-out yesterday, possibly a yacht. Seahouses and
Beadnell slipways have been asked to request boats launching there, take particular care to
prevent this problem. Seahouses Lifeboat Operations Manager commented “ We would ask all
boat users to take particular care when using their VHF radio, so that they do not accidently jam
the transmit button on their microphone. Jamming the distress channel like this has caused two
lifeboat launches in 36 hours, and put other boat users at risk, and can only be described as
grossly irresponsible”. Ends.
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